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Sec. 74-288. - Docks and piers.  

(a) Generally. The construction, installation, or structural alteration of any dock, pier, boat lift, or dock-
related structure, which shall include the structural alteration, building, moving, projection, or 
prolongation of a dock, pier, boat lift or dock-related structure, or any part thereof (collectively referred 
to herein as dock or pier "construction") shall be regulated by the provisions of this section and must 
comply with all specifications prescribed by the town. All multi-use private docks shared by more than 
ten property owners, managed collectively, and not governed by and contained within RPD zoning 
districts shall be exempt from the provisions of subsections (d)(1) and (2).  

(b) Permits. No person or party may construct any type of planned or existing dock or pier located within 
the jurisdiction of the town without first having obtained a permit.  

(1) The owner of record of the riparian upland property upon which a dock or pier may be constructed 
as set forth herein, or its agent, must submit to the town building department an application for a 
building permit, which shall include, but shall not be limited to: plans and specifications; a survey 
showing precise location of the structure or structures relative to the property lines and in 
conjunction with adjoining lands, waters, and channels; construction contracts reflecting the cost 
of the proposed work and the address of the contractor authorized by the applicant to perform the 
proposed work; and other pertinent information which the town building department may deem 
necessary for review and consideration of the application.  

(2) The town building department shall review all applications and notify applicant of the building 
department's approval or disapproval of the dock. If the building department approves the dock, 
the building department shall issue a dock permit that is contingent upon the applicant securing 
all permits or approvals as may be required by other governmental agencies having regulatory 
jurisdiction over such dock or pier, including without limitation, approval from the Pinellas County 
Water and Navigation Control Authority ("authority").  

(3) Repairs to a private dock, together with associated mooring piles, shall require a repair permit 
from the town if the construction is done in the same configuration as the originally issued permit. 
The owner of record of the riparian upland property upon which a dock or pier is located must 
submit to the town building department an application for a repair permit which shall include any 
and all such documentation as may be required by the town building department for review and 
consideration of the application. Repair permits shall be effective from the date of issuance for 
six months and may be renewable for one additional term of one month upon the written request 
of the applicant at least two weeks prior to the expiration date of the permit and for justifiable 
cause. If no original permit can be identified, a new permit shall be required which shall be issued 
based upon the requirements set forth herein for new or planned docks or piers. Repairs or 
replacement of deck boards only do not require a permit from the town. This exemption does not 
apply to any support structure such as stringers, caps or floaters and all deck boards must meet 
the Minimum Construction Criteria required by the Pinellas County Water and Navigation Control 
Authority.  

(4) Prior to commencing construction or replacement of any dock or pier, any and all parties 
performing such work shall present to the town building department evidence that such party 
holds a class A general contractor's license or marine contractor's license issued by the Pinellas 
County Construction and Licensing Board.  

(5) Permits for dock and pier construction from the town shall be effective for six months from the 
date of issuance. Such permits may be renewable for one additional term of 90 days upon the 
written request of the applicant at least 30 days prior to the expiration date of the permit and for 
justifiable cause. All permits must be posted prominently and openly, in close proximity to the 
work for the duration of the permit or until the work is completed.  

(6) After-the-fact dock permits. Any person who undertakes to construct or structurally alter a dock 
without obtaining the required permit from the town shall have ten days from the date of written 
notice from town to file an application for an after-the-fact permit, or to remove the unpermitted 
structured. After-the-fact dock applications shall be subject to an application fee which is three 
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times the amount of the standard application fee. Such after-the-fact applications and construction 
must comply with all the terms and conditions of this Code. If such construction does not comply 
with the Code, it must either be removed or repaired so as to comply with all such requirements. 
The town shall copy the written notice of violation to the Pinellas County Construction and 
Licensing Board which notice shall constitute a complaint against the contractor who performed 
the unpermitted work. The town's authority to enforce unpermitted construction as set forth in this 
Code shall apply to enforcement of this section.  

(c) Location; types of facilities. Building permits for docks and piers shall only be issued for construction 
of docks or piers on riparian properties zoned and used for single-family, residential dwellings (RE, R-
1, R-2, RN-15, and RPD), for hotels (H), for country clubs (GC), and for public land (P). Any dock to 
be owned in common or used by the residents of a homeowner's association or condominium shall be 
referred to as "multi-use private dock." Permits for commercially zoned properties and for commercial 
docks, piers, and wharfs where the primary use of such structure is the collection of revenue for profit, 
including, but not limited to, commercial marinas, boat yards and commercial boat docking facilities, 
shall not be permitted. Live-aboard facilities accommodating the use of a boat as a residence shall not 
be permitted. The foregoing prohibition, however, shall not be construed to prohibit the use of a private 
dock or pier to accommodate temporary living arrangements for up to seven days within a 30-day 
period.  

(d) Design criteria.  

(1) a. All docks must be constructed within the center one-third of the applicant's waterfront 
property. This requirement may be waived by the building official provided that the applicant 
submits a signed, notarized statement of no objection, from the owner of the adjacent 
waterfront property that the dock encroaches upon.  

b. Private docks shall be constructed so that the length of the structure shall not extend more 
than 50 feet measured from the waterfront.  

c. Catwalks shall have a maximum width of three feet and shall be contained entirely between 
the two side setbacks of the property. Mooring piles shall be constructed within the side 
property lines and shall be contained entirely within the dock area and the extended property 
line.  

(2) No single-family use dock shall be constructed to permit more than two boats to permanently 
dock, moor, park, store or in any other manner attach to or be placed upon the dock. For purposes 
of this paragraph, the term boat shall include boats, vessels or any other item which floats and is 
constructed to be propelled by oars, paddles, sail or motorized power. In addition to the foregoing, 
each dock shall be allowed to also store or have placed upon it a total of not more than two of the 
following boats: canoes, kayaks, non-motorized boats less than 12 feet in length, or motorized 
boats less than eight feet in length (this provision shall not exempt the structure from being 
designed and constructed for only two boats).  

(3) No roof structure will be allowed. 

(e) Construction. The construction of all docks and piers shall comply with the state building code and the 
minimum construction specifications required by the authority.  

(f) Disrepaired or dilapidated docks. If any dock constructed under this Code or continued in existence 
under this Code falls into disrepair so as to become a dangerous structure involving risks to the safety 
and well-being of the community or individual members thereof, such structure must either be removed 
or repaired so as to conform with the requirements of this Code. Upon determination by the town 
building department that any dock or pier has become a dangerous structure, written notice thereof 
shall be given by registered/certified, return receipt requested, mail or personal service to the owner 
of record of the riparian upland property. Such party shall have seven days from the date of service 
within which to secure the area and respond to the town building department indicating the intent 
regarding the dilapidated structure. Such party shall have an additional 60 days to remove the structure 
or obtain the required permits and repair such structure to conform with the requirements of this Code; 
the entire structure shall be brought into conformance with the requirements of this Code.  
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(Ord. No. 395, § 1, 8-23-00; Ord. No. 399, § 1, 11-20-01; Ord. No. 412, § 1, 3-18-03) 


