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Who We Are

Policy-making and planning agency consisting of Pinellas Planning Council and Pinellas
County Metropolitan Planning Organization

Guides integrated transportation and land use solutions that together create connections and
vibrant communities
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In Florida’s most densely populated county, change is constant. As the Pinellas Planning Council and Metropolitan Planning Organization, Forward Pinellas strives to bring everyone together to serve the needs of our community and create a vision for the future.
With coordination of 25 local governments, almost 975,000 residents, and more than six million visitors each year, Forward Pinellas enables seamless transportation and redevelopment that provides opportunity for people and communities to thrive.
The St. Pete/Clearwater area is the leading destination on the Gulf Coast in the U.S., drawing more than 6.8 million overnight visitors in 2019. 



A Vision for the County — Advantage Pinellas

= Recognize our unique context and guide
future development and needed transportation

Investments accordingly Improving
. _ , Traffic Flow
= Connect people to jobs and housing that's . and
affordable ongestion
= Strengthen existing communities and prepare
for change
= Commit to shared actions and shared : oMUY
outcomes ENVIRONMENT,
SO \Gmomenr /-

Creating
Trail Enhancing
Networks Transit
Over the next 25 years, we expect to add 93,000 and Safer Connections

people countywide — that is almost the size of Streets

Clearwater's population, the third largest city in
the region.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Advantage Pinellas” is a strategic plan that looks out over the next 25 years identifying ways we can improve mobility, economic opportunity and housing affordability countywide. From active transportation – like bicycling and walking - to roadway operations, transit services and even a strategy for affordable housing, Forward Pinellas, Pinellas County and the Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority have created the “Advantage Pinellas” plan to improve our communities and make them safer and more equitable for everyone.



Strategic Initiatives in Place

Strategic Planning & Operations Topics

ENHANCING INNOVATIONS IN
BEACH ACCESS | "™ c ot ActEse

AVISION
FOR US 19
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In 2015, our board decided on three Strategic Planning & Operations Topics or SPOTlight areas that require strongly coordinated improvements in transportation and land use to foster economic opportunity, enhance community sustainability and leverage partnerships with the public and private sector.

Add 4th replacing Gateway: Innovations in Target Employment & Connections, show pic of Raytheon site. Put Gateway on right. 



TEILS

Target Employment & Industrial Land Study

Creating a complete community means having a balance of living wage jobs, attainable
housing, and good transportation options

The Target Employment & Industrial Land Study identifies how to attract future
businesses, maintain current businesses, and provide for a growing workforce

Staff will be reaching out to businesses and stakeholders throughout the project
The TEILS Update will be completed by the end of 2022
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When you hear the words “industrial land,” what do you think of? If the words conjure up images of smokestacks and noisy factories, think again. In Pinellas County, industrial land holds everything from financial service offices to software developers to research labs. 
Creating a complete community means having a balance of living wage jobs, attainable housing, and good transportation options. 
Pinellas County is predominantly built out, and yet it continues to attract new residents, jobs, and more visitors each year. 
goals and objectives for the project with primary focus being on what lands should be preserved or converted for target employers, what, if any, industrial lands could be subject to mixed use development in the future, and how countywide planning efforts can be adapted to suit these needs. The project is scheduled to take approximately 8-9 months with stakeholders being updated by the project management staff during key intervals throughout the project.





Investment Corridor Transition Plan

= The Advantage Pinellas framework
= Alternate US 19 (SR 595)

= From downtown Clearwater to 58th Street
North at 5th Avenue North, and 58th Street
North from 5th Avenue North to Central Avenue
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Major Transportation Projects

= Gateway Expressway: ‘23 completion

= Howard Frankland Bridge and Westshore
Interchange: construction underway

= US 19, Main to Curlew: 3 yr construction
starting in ‘22

= North Gap Pinellas Trail: '22 completion

= SunRunner: Opening in 22

Check out our Interactive Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) to see all funded and partially funded projects

3‘ in Pinellas County: ForwardPinellas.org/TIPmap
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Other Upcoming Projects

= TBARTA US 19 Regional Rapid Transit study: currently
underway

= TBARTA Aerial Gondola study: currently underway

= Duke Energy Trail overpass at Gulf to Bay: alignment study
underway

= Gulf Blvd. raised sidewalks in Indian Shores

= Courtney Campbell Causeway Trail Overpass: '24
completion

= Harn Blvd overpass at US 19: construction underway

= West Bay Drive resurfacing and safety improvements: '24
completion

2010-2020 Growth Areas Within Pinellas County. Darker Purple Areas
Experienced the Greatest Overall Population Growth. 8




Annual List of Transportation Priorities

= Every May, the board adopts project priorities to
inform the new FDOT work program

= Call for Projects opens each June for Multimodal,
Transportation Alternatives and Complete Streets
Grant Programs
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= The goal is to create mobility and safe access for all
users regardless of mode of transportation, age or
physical ability

= FDOT programs award recipients in the 5-year work
program
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Forward Pinellas as the unified MPO/PPC has been tasked by a special act of the state legislature to coordinate transportation and land use planning in Pinellas County. One way to strengthen this coordination is to incentivize transportation investments so they serve as a catalyst for transformative redevelopment, particularly through the implementation of “Complete Streets” projects.

Over the past four years, the Forward Pinellas Board has awarded more than $6.5 million toward the Complete Streets projects, prioritized seven new Transportation Alternatives projects and added three new Multimodal projects to the priority list, with the intent of assisting communities in meeting their goals for mobility and safe access for all users, regardless of mode of transportation, age or physical ability.
Call for projects is open, we solicit projects from local gov. tie in with land use and criteria, equity, etc. 



Safe Streets Pinellas A Vision Lero Fropran

165 people lost their lives in 2021 on our
roadways

The board adopted Safety Targets of 20%
reduction in fatal crashes in the next 2 years ="
& zero deaths on our roadways by 2045
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Analytics
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RZETS

We're working on speed management pilot
program and other safety strategies through — | Ik
transportation improvement program
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The board adopted the Safety Performance Measures and Targets demonstrating a 20% reduction in fatalities and a 5% reduction in serious injuries   with the long-term goal of zero fatalities and serious injuries by 2045.  

The fact that two people are killed or seriously injured on our roadways every day demands action, and we must find solutions that don’t stop at county lines. As part of Safe Streets Pinellas, we worked with many partners to begin four demonstration projects, each testing different strategies and performance measures. 
One of these projects was implemented at Alt US 19 and Curlew Road, where our team used a near-miss technology to first identify why a “near miss,” occurred and then collect data related to speed and red light running and types of risky behaviors. With this information, we made several recommendations on possible improvements and made changes to signal timing. Future physical projects were also identified based on the data collected through this effort. As vehicles and smart devices become even more connected, the opportunities to leverage the technology to identify transportation projects will only be increased, and Forward Pinellas is committed to helping our local jurisdictions implement solutions to improve safety. 




Waterborne Transportation

Key economic driver

Resident and tourist mobility
Contributes to congestion reduction
Local and Regional Connectivity
Integrated Transportation Network

Waterborne Transportation Committee Adopts
LRTP2045 Waterborne Section
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System plan, recommended by board, restart plan, phased plan as we demonstrate service, looking at effectiveness- monitoring/evaluating if it’s worth putting $$ into. 



Sunset Point Trail Crossing Study

Motorists weren’t stopping at Sunset
Point Rd and Pinellas County Trail
crossings

County identified substandard signage
and markings

Study took a before and after snapshot
of driver compliance

Analyze changes after appropriate
signage was installed is currently
underway
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Forward Pinellas is planning The Gulf Boulevard Conceptual Alternatives and Safety Study for St. Pete Beach and The Gulf Boulevard Conceptual Alternatives and Safety Study for Treasure Island. These are two projects with the same goal- to assess the safety of and develop conceptual alternatives for the Gulf Boulevard corridor. 


Equity Assessment

Forward Pinellas Board Adopted the Equity Action Plan:
ForwardPinellas.org/equity

A strategic plan to ensure our work is inclusive and
results in equitable outcomes for the entire community

= Remove barriers to political voice

= Collaborate with local organizations

* [ncrease access to opportunity

= Strengthen awareness and accountability
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A strategic plan to ensure our work is inclusive and results in equitable outcomes for the entire community. 


Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

= $1.2 trillion federal investment plan over five years for transportation,
energy, water and communications infrastructure

= Formula funds and competitive grants available
= Developing priorities to pursue competitive funding

= | ocal match and maintenance commitment
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About Law Federal $$ - needs local 
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Whit Blanton, FAICP Connecl Wf/z‘f U s

Wb|ant0n@forwardpine”as_grg FOLLOW AND SHARE OUR SOCIAL MEDIA

3‘ ForwardPinellas.org
n




	Local Updates
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Strategic Initiatives in Place
	TEILS Update
	Investment Corridor Transition Plan
	Major Transportation Projects
	Other Upcoming Projects
	Annual List of Transportation Priorities
	Safe Streets Pinellas
	Waterborne Transportation
	Sunset Point Trail Crossing Study
	Equity Assessment
	Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
	Thank You!

