
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd.

Belleair, FL 33756
Town of Belleair

Meeting Minutes

Town Commission

6:00 PM Town HallWednesday, November 7, 2018

Welcome. We are glad to have you join us. If you wish to speak, please wait to be recognized, then 

step to the podium and state your name and address. We also ask that you please turn-off all cell 

phones.

Meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM with Deputy Mayor Rettstatt presiding.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

COMMISSIONER ROLL CALL

Deputy Mayor Karla Rettstatt

Commissioner Michael Wilkinson

Commissioner Tom Shelly

Commissioner Tom Kurey

Present: 4 - 

Mayor Gary H. KaticaAbsent: 1 - 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS

Persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at this meeting/hearing, they will need a record of the 

proceedings, and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 

record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

None to be heard

CITIZENS COMMENTS

(Discussion of items not on the agenda.  Each speaker will be allowed 3 minutes to speak.)

None to be heard

CONSENT AGENDA

Town Manager JP Murphy stated an item was added to the Consent Agenda; Special 

Relief Permit Request for BCF; was made part of the commission packets.

Commissioner Shelly moved approval of the Consent Agenda. Motion seconded by 

Commissioner Wilkinson.

Aye: Deputy Mayor Rettstatt, Commissioner Wilkinson, Commissioner Shelly, and 

Commissioner Kurey

4 - 

Absent: Mayor Katica1 - 
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18-0305 Approval of October 16, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes

(approved as part of consent agenda)

18-0310 Approval of Artwork for Magnolia and Wall Park

(approved as part of consent agenda)

18-0321 Special Relief Permit Request for BCF Hunter Park Veterans' Event

(approved as part of consent agenda)

GENERAL AGENDA

18-0283 Swearing in of Officer Duane Piper

Chief Bill Sohl introduced Officer Duane Piper; provided information on his background 

and experience;  welcomed Officer Piper to the force.

Deputy Mayor Rettstatt swore in Officer Piper - Oath

Attorney Campbell McLean arrived at 6:06 PM.

18-0309 Resolution 2018-45 - Honoring Police Chief Bill Sohl

Mr. Murphy read Resolution 2018-45 Honoring Police Chief Bill Sohl into the record.

Deputy Mayor Rettstatt provided comments regarding Chief Sohl; thanked him for his 

service to the Town.

Commissioners Wilkinson, Shelly and Kurey also thanked Chief Sohl for his service; he 

will be greatly missed.  

Detective Brian Beery presented Chief Sohl with a career plaque/shadow box 

containing patches and badges spanning his law enforcement career. Photos taken with 

commission and officers present.

Commissioner Wilkinson moved approval of Resolution 2018-45 - Honoring Police Chief Bill.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Tom Shelly.

Aye: Deputy Mayor Rettstatt, Commissioner Wilkinson, Commissioner Shelly, and 

Commissioner Kurey

4 - 

Absent: Mayor Katica1 - 

18-0316 Florida League of Cities Home Rule Rally Award

Commissioner Shelly discussed award; Suncoast League of Cities won the award; 

stated he accepted the award given to the Belleair Teen Counsel for their video. 
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18-0301 Resolution 2018-46 - Calling for Municipal Election

Mr. Murphy read resolution into the record.

Commissioner Shelly moved approval of Resolution 2018-46 - Calling for Municipal Election. 

Motion Seconded by Commissioner Wilkinson.

Aye: Deputy Mayor Rettstatt, Commissioner Wilkinson, Commissioner Shelly, and 

Commissioner Kurey

4 - 

Absent: Mayor Katica1 - 

18-0313 Donation of Bontrager Trek Police Bicycles

Mr. Murphy stated two bicycles were donated by BCF; provided background 

information; bicycle presented.

Deputy Mayor Rettstatt stated a private resident recommended the donation and 

provided assistance.

18-0312 Strategic Planning Update

Cathy DeKarz-Management Analyst-Discussed strategic plan process since beginning 

in October; April is approximate completion; Provided a brief update on project; 

outreach being done for upcoming community forum; forum to be held in Dimmit 

Community Center on Wednesday November 28th at 6:00 PM; all are welcome; flyers 

going out in the mail. 

Mr. Murphy commented on importance of community forums.

POLICE CHIEF'S REPORT

Chief Bill Sohl-Discussed recent vehicle burglaries to unlocked service vehicles; 

commended Officer Burnham regarding an incident he assisted in apprehending person 

breaking into cars; discussed results of recent traffic study on Pineland; doesn't see 

need for 4 way stop sign at this time; Mark Jordan's property on Fairview has had 

multiple code violations over years, circuit court judge imposing fines if not completed by 

December 20th.  Chief Sohl thanked the Commission for allowing him to work with the 

Town of Belleair and to serve as Chief of Police.

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

Mr. Murphy requested Officer Doyle to provided further detail regarding Circuit Court 

Judge.

Officer Doyle-Discussed court to be used for most extreme cases; non compliance 

becomes a violation of a court order. 

Mr. Murphy announced that Rick Doyle will be sworn in on November 20th as Police 

Chief.
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Chief Sohl provided additional comment regarding Officer Joe Torch and commended 

him for a job well done in recent capture of burglary suspect.

Mr. Murphy continued his report announcing employee of the month, Joe Miller; 

upcoming Mayors Council Holiday luncheon on December 7th; thanked Keith Bodeker 

for efforts with lighting; Pineland request does not appear to be needed, will coordinate 

with residents to discuss at upcoming meeting; street lights are being converted to 

LEDs; bluff cut completed; discussed upcoming holidays, questioned if commission 

would like to close on Monday prior to Christmas.

Consensus of Commission to close on Christmas Eve. 

Mr Murphy continued by discussing See-Click-Fix stats; discussed the next commission 

meeting on November 20.

TOWN ATTORNEY'S REPORT

Campbell McLean-Acting Town Attorney-Provided brief update regarding Peaceful 

Avenue litigation.

MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS' REPORT/BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

Commissioner Wilkinson-Recreation Board didn't meet; thanked Chief Sohl for his 

service and for all he has done for the Town of Belleair.

Commissioner Kurey-Commented on importance of safety and security of residents; 

town loves the Police Department, thanked Chief Sohl for his service to the Town; 

congratulated Rick Doyle for being the new Chief; Infrastructure Board didn't meet. 

Stated the Historic Preservation Board will have a heavy agenda, but unable to attend; 

Deputy Mayor Rettstatt volunteered to attend the meeting. Also commented on excited 

strategic planning process; important to get residents involved.

Commissioner Shelly-Park and Tree Board didn't meet; thanked Chief Sohl for his 

community policing; importance of residents being involved with forum; Bluff and 

Hallett Park in the future.

Deputy Mayor Rettstatt-Announced Veteran's event on Sunday; November 30th is 

re-dedication of Rosery Parks; commended park staff on preparing for event; would 

like to discuss options for replacing Washingtonian palms with more uniform trees due 

to maintenance costs.

OTHER BUSINESS

None

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned in due form at 6:42 PM.

Commissioner Wilkinson moved to adjourn the meeting; Motion seconded by Commissioner 

Shelly.
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Aye: Deputy Mayor Rettstatt, Commissioner Wilkinson, Commissioner Shelly, and 

Commissioner Kurey

4 - 

Absent: Mayor Katica1 - 

_______________________________________

TOWN CLERK

APPROVED:

_______________________________________

MAYOR
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